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And they read in the book of the Law of God
distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading. Nehemiah 8:8
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Introduction

THE PURPOSE OF THIS SUPPLEMENT

This supplement contains the relevant illustrations—pictures, diagrams, and maps—out of Geneva Bibles
from the Reformation, to help our students along in the heavy-duty Bible reading they’ll be doing this year.

The Reformers viewed it as a matter of the utmost importance for the scriptures to be translated from the
original Hebrew and Greek into the common languages of the people. At Geneva, Switzerland, this work
was made particularly fruitful under the wise guidance of John Calvin.

But the Reformers realized that not everyone who would get a Bible in their own language would also have

D IDLWKIXO 6KHSKHUG WR KHOS WKHP XQGHUVWDQG WKH GLFFXOW SD
cult parts, especially for new believers thoroughly indoctrinated in Roman Catholicism, and largely unedu-

FDWHG RQ WRS RI WKDW 7KHVH WUDQVODWRUVY GLG QRW ZDQW WR OH
understand at best—and badly misinterpreted by the reader’s very own church leaders at worst—without

providing any help for beginning Bible students.

7TKHUHIRUH S5HIRUPHUY ILOOHG WKH PDUJLQW RIR\WBW Y SOICHMHY Y IGW K |
RU FRQIXVLQJ SDVVDJHV DV ZHOO DV FRSLRXV LGQUWVINHU DWNLIR @O & | RW
those cubits in the Tabernacle, and its vessels, and maps of all of these locations we are not familiar with;

and later editions even added family trees for the elaborate geneaologies.

In my own Bible study, | have found the Geneva Bible translation to be excellent as to accuracy of transla-
tion, which is why | use it daily. But almost as wonderful has been the discovery of these margin notes in
my Geneva Bible, as well as the helpful illustrations. It is the best study Bible I've ever used (and I've used
some good ones!).

The 3 Year reading assignments are an absolute blessing for our students. By the time they’re done, our
students will have read most of the Bible! The more advanced readings, such as the Law, Prophets, and
Epistles, have been intentionally left til the student has completed his grammar school studies. But even so,
WKHUH DUH VWLOO D IHZ SDUWV LQ WKH KLVWRULHVY WKDW WKH VWXGH
to wade through—the instructions for the Tabernacle and the Temple, and the geneaologies, particularly
come to mind. With that in mind, many of our 3 Year students will benefit from having the help of these
*HQHYD %LEOH LOOXVWUDWLRQV 7KH\ EULQJ FODULW\ WR PDQ\ RWKH!

If you want to use the Geneva margin notes, you can purchase a Geneva Bible for your home, and also find
it for free online in digital format. But | noticed that most of the Geneva Bibles available today leave the
illustrations out. Because these illustrations have been so useful to me and my family in our Bible study, |
compiled all of the illustrations that go along with the 3 Year readings into this supplement, drawn from
WKUHH GLEHUHQW *HQHYD %LEOH HGLWLRQV IRU VWXGHQWY ZKR ZRX(

| also added a little “map” from an old edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress, that your student might enjoy using.

HOW TO USE THIS SUPPLEMENT

The illustrations are presented in order of where they come up in the student’s readings. They are listed in
the Table of Contents in that order. As you turn to your daily readings, you can look in the Table of Contents
of this Supplement and quickly see if there are any illustrations to go along with that day’s reading.

Some illustrations are useful in more than one passage. They are listed in the Table of Contents in order of
where the first use for them will be in the student’s readings this year; and the Table of Contents then also
notes if an illustration is useful in a later passage.
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The Pilgrim's
Progress

FRONTISPIECE

This beautiful frontispiece is from an old edition of
The Pilgrim’s Progress, published in Philadelphia by
the Presbyterian Board of Publication.
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PILGRIM MAP

My 3 Year later knowledge students love having
their own copy of this “map” from another old edition
of The Pilgrim’s Progress, on which they could keep
track of Christian’s progress while they read. You
may want to copy this page, cut it out, and tape it
back together as a proper “map”. It also makes a
convenient bookmark.
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