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Wisdom is the beginning:
get wisdom therefore:
and above all thy possession

get understanding.

Proverbs 4:7
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INTRODUCTION

The Grammar of Grace approach to elementary age education is modeled on American classical style
education from 18" through early 19" century America. It demands very little formal academic work
from children under the age of 10, accordingly. However, when children begin the Later Knowledge years,
usually around age 10, it’s time to get serious about academics.

The Prep Year Later Knowledge Guide is designed to help children—the year before they begin grammar
school or Later Knowledge studies—develop good habits with a light courseload. Children are given daily
reading and writing assignments, yet the assignments are not lengthy, and the subjects do not involve
abstract reasoning.

This Prep Year course, like the full Later Knowledge courses, is a combination of real books and old-
fashioned assignments. The instructions for each subject are on the Assignments By Subject pages,
beginning on page 43. The required books you’ll need to buy or borrow are listed in the Bibliography.
Your Prep Year student should have his own copy of this book, so he can keep up with his assignments
every day.

In our family, we found it helpful to follow this curriculum with other families, in a weekly co-op type of
setting; the Later Knowledge Guide assignments are written in such a way that families can meet weekly
and follow the curriculum together, or you can do it all independently. If you'd like ideas about starting a
Christian classical co-op in your area, visit the Wisdom’s Way page on our website at
grammarofgrace.com/wisdoms-way.
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Finally—I'll tell you the same thing | tell all of i
the Later Knowledge parents—above all, point (1 ‘ {
your student to our Lord and Savior. When it is n
difficult, pray and ask the Lord for help. You
are helping your child’s mind to develop, yes,
but this entire endeavor should be used also to
teach character and faith. When it is fun,
praise the Lord. When it is hard, ask the Lord
to help you know how to explain it better and
to help your child understand. Pray that you
will not let all of these scriptures, hymns, and
Christian biographies be a merely external
show of godliness, but that parent and child’s
hearts will ever be tender toward the Lord our
God.
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TIME COMMITMENT

The Prep Year coursework is designed to take around 80 minutes a day, on the normal schooldays (Days 2-5), in addition to
the regular Grammar of Grace work. Sometimes it'll be more, sometimes less, but these are the target times for each daily
assignment (below).

The student should be taught to take responsibility for completing his assignments, but mother should still plan to be
involved with her young scholar, to teach him how to do his assignments well, especially at the beginnning of the year. (The
child should become more independent as the year progresses.)

BEFORE SCHOOL

In addition to the subjects below, the student will do his Daily Bible Reading each day, which does not count toward school
time, in my estimation. Also, on Day 1, he should probably spend about 30 minutes on his Letter Writing assignment.

SCHOOL DAY (DAY 1)

School Day (Day 1), each week, changes things up a bit. Of course, that’s the day for drilling the new Grammar of Grace
lessons for the week. Once-a-week assignments of Arithmetic and Letter Writing are added. The student performs his Oral
Interpretation piece and is taught about a specific speaking skill. Other assignments from the past week are reviewed and
discussed.

This day is intended to be fast-paced for parent and student, just like a day at a good homeschool co-op. If you are doing
this at home without a community, try to imagine that you are on a rigid schedule and stick to it; try to move quickly
through each subject. That helps you prioritize the absolute most important elements to fit into your “Grammar School”
time, moves things along, and makes it more fun for the student! Treating this day as special and different breaks up the
monotony that can creep into the daily homeschool routine, and helps keep things fresh for your children.

MOTHER WITH ALL CHILDREN TOGETHER (2 Y HOURS) Average Time Required

Grammar of Grace (memory work) 30 minutes
Read Aloud by Father or Mother 2 hours
Bible Reading—15 min.
Poetry—>5 min.
Short Stories—20 min.
History—30 min.

Fiction & Biography—50 min.

PREP YZAR INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS WITH MOTHER (30 MINUTES)

Reading Aloud (History) 15 minutes
Copywork 15 minutes
PREP YEAR INDEPENDENT WORK (50 MINUTES)

Literature (about 30 minutes of reading, & 15 for oral summary) 45 minutes

Oral Interpretation 5 minutes




THE TEACHER’S STORY.






WEEKLY
ASSIGNMENTS

Mother should give her Prep Year student his own copy of this Guide,
and come alongside him, teaching him how to plan his time and take
responsibility for completing all of his assignments each day.

The columns for each day contain all of the assignments the student
should do, with little checkboxes for when each assignment is
completed.

The Instructions for each Subject, and the assignments written out in
more detail, are on the Assignments By Subject pages, beginning on
page 43. Mother should begin the year by reading through the
instructions for each subject with her child, to help the student take
responsibility for understanding and completing his assignments.

Finally, Mother should read How to Check Your Child’s Work, on
pages 55-57. This is the American classical style education version of
an Answer Key.
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WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS

PREP YEAR
Week 1

SUBJECT & ASSIGNMENT

Daily Bible Reading

Grammar of Grace

DAY 1/
SCHOOL DAY

Esther 1:1

Drill
Week 1

v

DAY 2 v

before sM

Esther 1:2

ol ages, wgethor
Voot

DAY 3

Esther 1:3

Review
Week 1

v

DAY 4

Esther 1:4

Review
Week 1

v

DAY 5 v

Esther 1:2-4

Review
Week 1

Read Aloud By Father or Mother
Bible, Poetry, Short Story, History, Literature

wi‘l'}\ mvd\er

1&1

im?vfuw?eh’c

Reqding Aloud (History) Introduce Carr Carr Carr Carr
Subject Intro., p. 5 c.1,p.6 cl,p.7 c.1,p.8
Copywork Gr. of Grace Gr. of Grace Gr. of Grace Gr. of Grace
Copybook Copybook Copybook Copybook
Life Skill
Arithmetic Count to 100

Literature Introduce Holmes Holmes Holmes Holmes
Subject p.7-8 p. 9-10a p. 10b-11 p. 12-14
Oral Interpretation Speaking Skills Practice Practice Practice Practice
selection selection selection selection
Letter Writing
Music

Sketzhes & Notes




WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS

PREP YEAR
Week 2

SUBJECT & ASSIGNMENT

Daily Bible Reading

Grammar of Grace

DAY 1/
SCHOOL DAY

Esther 1:5

Drill
Week 2

v

DAY 2 v

before sM

Esther 1:6

aﬂ ages ’mge’&w
Review
Weeks 1-2

DAY 3

Esther 1:5-6

Review
Weeks 1-2

v

DAY 4

Esther 1:7

Review
Weeks 1-2

v

DAY 5 v

Esther 1:8

Review
Weeks 1-2

Read Aloud By Father or Mother
Bible, Poetry, Short Story, History, Literature

wi‘l'}\ mvd\er

im?vfuw?eh’c

Reqding Aloud (History) Review Carr Carr Carr Carr
Readings c.2,p. 10 c.2,p. 11 c.2,p. 12 c.2,p. 14
Copywork Gr. of Grace Gr. of Grace Gr. of Grace Gr. of Grace
Copybook Copybook Copybook Copybook
Life Skill
Arithmetic Multiples of
2,3,4,&5

Literature Review & Holmes Holmes Holmes Holmes
Discuss p. 15-16 p. 17-18a p. 18b-19 p. 20-22
Oral Interpretation Speaking Skills Practice Practice Practice Practice
selection selection selection selection
Letter Writing
Music

Sketzhes & Notes
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